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Keynote Title: Powerful Interventions to Maximize Learning 
in any College Classroom 
 
Ongoing calls to revolutionize and revitalize higher education need 
balancing with the everyday work that many faculty do in educating 
their students in traditional classroom spaces.  A small number of key 
principles from the learning sciences seem to have the power to make 
a substantial impact on student learning in almost any type of course, 
from traditional lectures to flipped classrooms. Dr. Lang will introduce 
some of those principles, drawing from recent publications in the 
learning sciences, and focus especially on how to use three key 

moments of the class period—the opening, closing, and midway marks—to provide powerful 
learning experiences for students. 
 
 

BIOSKETCH 
 

Dr. James M. Lang is a Professor of English and the Director of the Center for Teaching 
Excellence at Assumption College in Worcester, MA, where he teaches courses in British 
literature and in creative nonfiction writing. The author of four books and more than a hundred 
reviews or essays, on topics ranging from higher education to British literature, Lang writes a 
monthly column for The Chronicle of Higher Education, as well as contributes regularly to 
America and Notre Dame Magazine. He edits a series of books on teaching and learning in 
higher education for the University of Nebraska Press. He has delivered public lectures and 
faculty workshops at more than fifty colleges or universities in the United States and abroad. 
His most well-known books in the teaching and learning arena include On Course: A Week-by-
Week Guide to Your First Semester of College Teaching, Cheating Lessons: Learning from 
Academic Dishonesty, and Life on the Tenure Track: Lessons from the First Year. 
 
Dr. Lang has a B.A. in English/Philosophy from the University of Notre Dame, an M.A., in English 
from St. Louis University, and a Ph.D. in English from Northwestern University. 
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